Applicant 
Serial No. 
Filed 
Page 



John Barclay Owens II et al. 
10/630^910 
July 31,2003 
2 of 19 



Attorney^; Docket No.: 06975-417001 / Home 

Networking 12 



Amendments to the Specification : 

Please replace the paragraph beginning at page 8, line 12, with the following amended 
paragraph: 

The local proxy 1 13 typically connects to the host system 120 using a communication 
device 119. Examples of the communication device 1 19 may include (and are not limited to) a 
satellite modem 1 19a, an analog modem 1 19b, a cable modem 1 19c, and ([an] J a DSL modem 
1 19d. The local proxy 1 13 uses the communication device 119 to communicate through 
communication links 130 with the host system 120. The communication links 130 may include 
various types of communication delivery systems that correspond to the type of communication 
device 1 1 9 being used. For example, if the local proxy 1 1 3 includes a satellite modem 1 1 9a, 
then the communications from the devices 1 12 and the local proxy 113 may be delivered to the 
host system 120 using a satellite dish 130a and a satellite 130b. The analog modem 1 19b may 
use one of several communications links 1 19, such as the satellite dish 130a and satellite 1 30b, 
the Plain Old Telephone Service. (POTS) 130c, and the Cable Modem Termination System 
(CMTS) 130d. The cable modem 1 19c typically uses the CMTS 130d to deliver and receive 
communications from the host system 120. The DSL modem 1 19d typically delivers and 
receives communications with the host system 120 through a Digital Subscriber Line Access 
Multiplexer (DSLAM) 130e and an Asynchronous Transfer Mode (ATM) network 130f. 
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Amendments to the Claims : 

This listing of claims replaces all prior versions and listings of claims in the application: 
Listing of Claims : 

1 . (Currently Amended) A method for using parental controls, the method comprising: 
storing parental control information oh a user device; 

receiving a request from the user device to access a destination over a communications 
network; 

using the parental control information stored on the user device to determine whether to 
grant the request from the user device; 

allowing the user device access to the destination when the parental control information 
indicates that the request should be allowed; 

denying the user device access to the destination when the parental control information 
indicates that the request should be denied; 

storing on a remote device information that is related to the parental control information 
stored on the user device; and 

using the information stored on the remote device to determine whether the parental 
control information stored on the user device has been altered without authorization of a master 
account holder for the user device; and 

if the parental control information stored on the user device has been altered without 
authorization of the master account holder for the user device: 

replacing the altered version of the parental control information stored on the user 

device with an unaltered version of the parental control information, and 

sending a message to the master account holder for the user device, the message 

indicating that the parental controls stored on the user device have been altered without 

authorization of the master account holder for the user device 



o 
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verifying the parental control information stored on the user devic e using th e information 
s tor e d on th e remote d e vice , 

2. (Currently Amended) The method as in claim 1 wherein the information stored on the 
remote device includes a checksum of a version of the parental control information stored on the 
user device and using the information stored on the remote device to determine whether the 
parental control information stored on the user device has been altered without authorization of a 
master account holder for the user device v e rifying th e par e ntal , control information stored on the 
user devic e includes verifying the parental control information stored on the user device using 
the checksum stored on the remote device. 

3. (Currently Amended) The method as in claim 1 wherein the information stored on the 
remote device includes a copy of a version of the parental control information stored on the user 
device and using the information stored on the remote device to determine whether the parental 
control information stored on the user device has been altered without authorization of a master 
account holder for the user device verifying th e par e ntal control information stored on th e us e r 
deviee-includes verifying the parental control information stored on the user device using the 
copy of the parental control information stored on the remote device. 

4. (Currently Amended) The method as in claim 1 wherein the information stored on the 
remote device includes a checksum and a copy of the parental control information stored on the 
user device and using the information stored on the remote device to determine whether the 
parental control information stored on the user device has been altered without authorization of a 
master account holder for the user device verifying the parental control information s tor e d on th e 
user d e vic e includes verifying the parental control information stored on the user device using 
the checksum or the copy of the parental control information stored on the remote device. 



5. (Cancelled). 
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6. (Currently Amended) The method as in claim [[5]] \ wherein using the information 
stored on the remote device to determine whether the parental control information stored on the 
user device has ehanged been altered without authorization comprises doing so periodically. 

7. (Currently Amended) The method as in claim [[5]] I wherein using the information 
stored on theremote device to determine whether the parental control information stored on the 
user device has been altered without authorization comprises doing so based on an occurrence of 
an event. 

8. (Currently Amended) The method as in claim 3 wherein: 

the parental control information stored on the user device includes a checksum computed 
from the version of the parental control information stored on the user device for the parental 
controls, and 

usine the information stored on the remote device to determine whether the parental 
control information stored on the user device has been altered without authorization of a master 
account holder for the user device verifying the parental oontrol information s tor e d on th o user 
deviee-includes comparing the checksum stored on the remote device with the checksum stored 
on the user device Ti 

t h o m e thod further comprising, updating tho parental control information s tored on the 
us e r devic e wh e n the checksum s tor e d on tho user d e vic e do es not match the checksum stored on 
th o remot e devic e. 

9. (Cancelled). 



10. (Cancelled). 
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11. (Currently Amended) The method as in claim 3 wherein using the information 
stored on the remote device to determine whether the parental control information stored on the 
user device has been altered without authorization of a master account holder for the user device 
vorifying the par e ntal control information stored on the user d e vic e includes comparing the copy 
of the parental control information stored on the remote device with the parental control 
information stored on the user device , the method farther comprising: 

when the parental control information stored on the user devic e do e s not match th e copy 
of the par e ntal control information s tored on the remot e device, updating th e par e ntal contro l 
information stor e d on th o u se r d e vic e. 

12. (Cancelled). 

13. (Cancelled). 

14. (Currently Amended) The method as in claim 1 wherein the parental control 
information includes parental control information that is based on age-appropriateness of Ae a 
content. 

15. (Currently Amended) The method as in claim 1 wherein the parental control 
information is indicative of an identity that is signed into a the user device. 

16. (Original) The method as in claim 1 wherein the communications network includes 
the Internet. 

17. (Original) The method as in claim 1 wherein the destination includes a web site. 

1 8. (Currently Amended) A system for using parental controls, comprising: 
means for storing parental control information on a user device; 
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means for receiving a request from the user device to access a destination over a 
communications network; 

means for using the parental control information stored on the user device to determine 
whether to grant the request from the user device; 

means for allowing the user device access to the destination when the parental control 
information indicates that the request should be allowed; 

means for denying the user device access to the destination when the parental control 
information indicates that the request should be denied; 

means for storing on a remote device information that is related to the parental control 
information stored on the user device; and 

means for using the information stored on the remote device to determine whether the 
parental control information stored on the user device has been altered. without authorization of a 
master account holder for the user device; and 

means for replacing the altered version of the parental control information stored on the 
user device with an unaltered version of the parental control information when the parental 
control information stored on the user device has been altered without authorization, and 

means for sending a message to the master account holder for the user device when 
parental control information stored on the user device has been altered without authorization, the 
message indicating that the parental controls stored on the user device have been altered without 
authorization of the master account holder for the user device 

moans for verifying the parental control information stor e d on the u se r devic e using the 
information stor e d on th o r e mote d e vic e. 

19. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 18 wherein the information stored on the 
remote device includes a checksum of a version of the parental control information stored on the 
user device and the means fo rvorifyingih e par e ntal control information s tor e d on tho user 
devise using the information stored on the remote device to determine whether the parental 
control information stored on the user device has been altered without authorization of a master 
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account holder for the user device includes means for verifying the parental control information 
stored on the user device using the checksum stored on the remote device. 

20. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 18 wherein the information stored on the 
remote device includes a copy of a version of the parental control information stored on the user 
device and the means for verifying th e par e ntal control information stor e d on the user dovioo 
using the information stored on the remote device to determine whether the parental control 
information stored on the user device has been altered without authorization of a master account 
holder for the user device includes means for verifying the parental control information stored on 
the user device using the copy of the parental control information stored on the remote device. 

21. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 18 wherein the information stored on the 
remote device includes a checksum and a copy of the parental control information stored on the 
user device and the mean's for verifying th e par e ntal control information s tored on the us er 
devise using the information stored on the. remote device to determine whether the parental 
control information stored on the user device has been altered without authorization of a master 
account holder for the user device includes means for verifying the parental control information 
stored on the user device using the checksum or the copy of the parental control information 
stored on the remote device. 

22. (Cancelled). 

23. (Currentl y Amended) The system of claim 32 18 wherein the means for using the 
information stored on the remote device to determine whether the parental control information 
stored on the user device has been altered without authorization of a master account holder for 
the user device using the information stor e d on th e remote device to determin e wh e ther the 
parental control information stored on th e user d e vice has chang e d comprises doing so 
periodically. 
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24. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 33- 18 wherein the means for us ing the 
information stored on tho remote device to determine whether th e parental con t rol information 
stor e d on the user device has changed using the information stored on- the remote device to 
determine whether the parental control information stored on the user device has been altered 
without authorization of a master account holder for the user device comprises doing so based on 
an occurrence of an event. 

25. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 20 wherein: 

the parental control information stored on the user device includes a checksum computed 
from the version of the parental control information stored on the user device for the parental 
controls, and 

the means for using the information stored on the remote device to determine whether the 
parental control information stored on the user device has been altered without authorization of a 
master account holder for the user device verifying the parental control information s tored on th e 
user device includes means for comparing the checksum stored on the remote device with the 
checksum stored on the user device? 

further comprising, m e ans for updating th e parental control information -s tor e d on th e 
us er device when the checksum stored on the user device do e s not match the checksum stor e d on 
th e r e mote devic e. 

26. (Cancelled), 

27. (Cancelled). 

28. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 20 wherein the means for verifying th e 
par ^ ntnl eefrttel infnrrnntion ntorod on the u s er devic e using the information stored on the remote 
device to determine whether the parental control information stored on the user device has been 
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altered without authorization of a master account holder for the user device includes means for 
comparing the copy of the parental control information stored on the remote device with the 
parental control information stored on the user device , furth e r comprising: 

whon the parental control information stor e d on the user dovioe do e s not match th e copy 
of the par e ntal control information stored on the remote d e vice, means for updating the par e ntal 
control information stored on the user device . 

29. (Cancelled). 

30. (Cancelled). 

31. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 18 wherein the parental control 
information includes parental control information that is based on age-appropriateness of the a 
content. 

32. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 18 wherein the parental control 
information is indicative of an identity that is signed into a the user device. 

33. (Original) The system of claim 18 wherein the communications network includes 
the Internet. 

34. (Original) The system of claim 18 wherein the destination includes a web site. 

35. (Currently Amended) A computer- readable storage medium storing a computer 
program stor e d on a computer r e adable modium or a propagated signal for u s ing - pa re nt a l 
c on trols , the computer program comprising: 

a user device storing code segment that causes a computer to store parental control 
information on a user device; 
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a receiving code segment that causes the computer to receive a request from the user 
device to access a destination over a communications network; 

a using code segment that causes the computer to use the parental control information 
stored on the user device to determine whether to grant the request from the user device; 

an access code segment that causes the computer to allow the user device access to the 
destination when the parental control information indicates that the request should be allowed; 

a denial code segment that causes the computer to deny the user device access to the 
destination when the parental control information indicates that the request should be denied; 

a remote device storing code segment that causes the computer to store on a remote 
device information that is related to the parental control information stored on the user device; 
and 

a verifying code segment that causes the computer to use the information stored on the 
remote device to determine whether the parental control information stored on the user device 
has been altered without authorization of a master account holder for the user device; 

a replacing code segment that causes the computer to replace the altered version of the 
parental control information stored on the user device with an unaltered version of the parental 
control information when the parental control information stored on the user device has been 
altered without authorization of the master account holder for the user device, and 

a notification code segment that causes the computer to send a message to the master 
account holder for the user device when the parental control information stored on the user 
device has been altered without authorization, the message indicating that the parental controls 
stored on the user device have been altered without authorization of the master account holder 
for the user device 

a - verifying cod o s e gment that cau ses the computer to verify the parental control 
information stored on the user device using the information otorod on the remot e d e vic e. 



36. (Currently Amended) The computer -readable storage medium program of claim 35 
wherein the information stored on the remote device includes a checksum of a version of the 
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parental control information stored on the user device and the verifying code segment causes the 
computer to verify the parental control information stored on the user device using the checksum 
stored on the remote device. 

37. (Currently Amended) The computer -readable storage medium program of claim 35 
wherein the information stored on the remote device includes a copy of a version of the parental 
control information stored on the user device and the verifying code segment causes the 
computer to verify the parental control information stored on the user device using the copy of 
the parental control information stored on the remote device. 

38. (Currently Amended) The computer -readable storage medium program of claim 35 
wherein the information stored on the remote device includes a checksum and a copy of the 
parental control information stored on the user device and the verifying code segment causes the 
computer to verify the parental control information stored on the user device using the checksum 
or the copy of the parental control information stored on the remote device. 

39. (Cancelled). 

40. (Currently Amended) The computer -readable storage medium program of claim 39 
35 wherein usmg- th o information s tor e d on th e r e mot e device to dot e rmino wheth e r th e parental 
control information stored on th e us e r devic e has chang e d using the information stored on the 
remote device to determine whether the parental control information stored on the user device 
has been altered without authorization of a master account holder for the user device comprises 
doing so periodically. 

41 . (Currently Amended) The computer -readable storage medium program of claim 39 
35 wherein using th e information stored on th e remot e devic e to dotermino whether the par e ntal 
control information stor e d on the user device ha s chang e d using the information stored on the 
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remote device to determine whether the parental control information stored on the user device 
has been altered without authorization of a master account holder for the user device comprises 
doing so based on art occurrence of an event. 

42. (Currently Amended) The compute r-readable storage medium pregram of claim 37 
wherein: 

the parental control information stored on the user device includes a checksum computed 
from the version of the parental control information stored on the user device for the parental 
controls, and 

the verifying code segment causes the computer to compare the checksum stored on the 
remote device with the checksum stored on the user device? 

fa rther comprising, an updating cod e segment that causes the comput e r to update the 
parontal control informat i on stored on th e user device w T hon the ohecksum stor e d on the us e r 
device do e s not match the checksum s tored on th e remote d e vic e. 

43. (Cancelled). 

44. (Cancelled). 

45. (Currently Amended) The compute r-readable storage medium program of claim 37 
wherein the verifying code segment causes the computer to compare the copy of the parental 
control information stored on the remote device with the parental control information stored on 
the user device , further comprising; 

wh e n the parontal control information stor e d on the us e r device do e s not match th e oopy 
of the parental control information s tor e d on th e r e mote d e vic e ,, an updating code s e gm e nt that 
causes th e computer to update th e parental control information stored on th e use r d e vi ce, 



46. (Cancelled). 
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47. (Cancelled). 

48. (Currently Amended) The compute r-readable storage medium program of claim 35 
wherein the parental control information includes parental control information that is based on 
age-appropriateness of the a content. 

49. (Currently Amended) The compute r-readable storage medium program of claim 35 
wherein the parental control information is indicative of an identity that is signed into a the user 
device. 

50. (Currently Amended) The compute r-readable storage medium pr o gram of claim 35 
wherein the communications network includes the Internet. 

51. (Currently Amended) The computer -readable storage medium flfegfam of claim 35 
wherein the destination includes a web site. 

52. (New) A method for using parental controls, the method comprising: 
storing first parental control information on a first user device; 

storing second parental control information on a second user device; 

storing on a remote device information that is related to the first parental control 
information stored on the first user device; 

storing on the remote device information that is related to the second parental control 
information stored on the second user device; 

using the information stored on the remote device to determine whether the first parental 
control information stored on the first user device has been altered without authorization of a 
first master account holder for the first user device; 
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if the parental control information stored on the first user device has been altered without 
authorization of the first master account holder for the first user device: 

replacing the altered version of the first parental control information stored on the 
first user device wi th an unaltered version of the first parental control information, and 

sending a first message to the first master account holder for the first user device, 
the first message indicating that the first parental controls stored on the first user device 
have been altered without authorization of the first master account holder for the first user 
device; 

using the information stored on the remote device to determine whether the second 
parental control information stored on the second user device has been altered without 
authorization of a second master account holder for 1 the second user device; and 

if the parental control information stored on the second user device. has been altered 
without authorization of the second master account holder for the second user device: 

replacing the altered version of the second parental control i nformation stored on 

the second user device wi th an unaltered version of the second parental control 

information, and 

sending a second message to the second master account holder for the second user 
device, the second message indicating that the second parental controls stored on the 
second user device have been altered without authorization of the second master account 
holder for the second user device. 



